




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































The Significance of Disaster Recovery Studies Based on Fieldwork;
A Case Study of Higashimatsushima City, Miyagi Prefecture
YAMADA Hirohisa
  This paper examines the practice of Saigai Fukko Gaku, an educational program at 
Yamagata University in Japan pertaining to disaster recovery. This program mainly 
comprises thrice conducting fieldwork in Higashimatsushima City in Miyagi Prefecture. 
Higashimatsushima is a seaside city in the Pacific Ocean; during the Great East Japan 
Earthquake, it suffered extensive damage from tsunamis. Students attended lectures twice 
before each field trip and created reports after the trip. Group discussions were held on the 
basis of the reports, and each group presented its results at the final meeting. Regardless of 
budget issues, a program of this type is necessary in university education. Students received 
the opportunity to carefully and independently think about disaster recovery and steps for 
providing timely assistance.
  This program was adopted in 2012 and was supported by the education program YU-GP of 
Yamagata University.
